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Newspaper Clips 
January 12, 2016 

Defence research centre to come up at IIT Jodhpur  

Hindustan Times (Jaipur) 

JODHPUR: The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Jodhpur will play a vital role in defence research. The 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), involved with the military research and 

development in the county, has given inprinciple approval to set up a Center for Advanced Materials and 

Electromagnetics (CAMEL) at the Jodhpur institute.  

The centre will work on key defence research projects. For financial sanction and clearance of other formalities 

from the Centre, the file is under consideration at high level, said sources, who are not authorised to speak to the 

media.  

The Ministry of Defence on the recommendations of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence had 

recently approved the proposal of setting up centres of excellence at four places.  

Apart from the IIT Jodhpur, three other centres - Bi-nodal Center of Propulsion Technologies (CoPT), Jagadish 

Chandra Bose Center for Advanced Technology (JCBCAT) and Joint Advanced Technology Center (JATC) - 

have been proposed at IIT Bombay, Jadavpur University Kolkata and IIT Delhi respectively.  

According to the sources, the parliamentary standing committee in its recommendations stressed on setting up 

the centres in renowned universities and institutes of the country. The DRDO has already set up such centres at 

seven places, which have shown encouraging results.  

The sources said the Ministry of Defence has initiated Grantsin-Aid Scheme with an aim to utilise the research 

talent available in universities and institutes of the country to the maximum.  

The scheme aims to promote knowledge based growth, strengthening of national resources of knowledge, 

infrastructure, facilities, idea sharing and encouraging participation of outside experts in defence research.  

Under the same scheme, research would be initiated in the field of Advanced Materials and Electromagnetics at 

the IIT Jodhpur.  
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SMRITI FOR MORE WOMEN IN RESEARCH  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

 

Union HRD minister Smriti Irani at the convocation of the Central University of Haryana in Mahendergarh on Monday. 

She stressed the need to create opportunities for involving woman scholars in research work. 
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‘Not consulted on new education policy’ 

Panel members are qualified for the task at hand, says T.S.R. Subramanian. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/not-consulted-on-new-education-policy/article8093645.ece 

Some of India’s key academics in the field of education have expressed concern over experts being left out of 

consultations for the proposed National Education Policy, which will guide education in India for the next few 

decades. 

Weeks ago, a body of India’s elite educationists wrote to T.S.R. Subramanian, the head of a committee set up 

by the Human Resource Development Ministry to frame the proposed policy, about the absence of academics in 

the consultations. 

The signatories include Delhi University professor Poonam Batra, JNU professor Saumen Chattopadhyay, and 

Professors Nandini Manjrekar and Disha Nawani of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, among 

others. 

“The absence of serious academic scholars in the current consultations has been glaring. Scholarship on 

education and the extensive knowledge base of teaching, learning and the socio-economic dimensions of 

education should necessarily be a part of this process,” the Comparative Education Society of India (CESI) 

wrote to Mr. Subramanian, who heads the MHRD’s Committee for the Evolution of the New Education Policy. 

The letter also points out issues that should be deliberated by the panel, like what it sees as a negative trend 

towards commercialisation of education and control over and contractualisation of teachers. It lays stress on 

autonomy of academic institutes, particularly in framing their curriculum. The letter also advises the panel to 

foreground its policy in the legal provisions provided by the Right to Education Act and demands a greater role 

of the state in strengthening the public education system. 

Mr. Subramanian said the concerns of the academics were misplaced. For, the panel had met a cross-section of 

teachers to understand from them what ailed education in the country, he said. 

“We are still in the process of consulting and it is a work in progress. As per the directions of the Ministry, 

States and universities and schools have been asked to hold seminars to debate the issue and we are still meeting 

them,” Mr. Subramanian said. 

He said the members of the panel — former Delhi Chief Secretary Shailaja Chandra, former Gujarat Chief 

Secretary Sudhir Mankad and ex-NCERT director J.S. Rajput — were qualified for the task at hand. The panel 

hopes to finish its work by the end of February. 
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